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Abstract 
Is it possible to attribute recent recorded instances of violence in Nigeria to environmental 
conditions and how the environment has shaped the culture of the peoples within different 
geographical zones in the country? This paper offers an explanation of ecological factors as 
determinants of human conflict in Nigeria using eco-violence and frustration aggression 
theories as analytical frameworks. The paper argues that the environment exerts a strong 
influence on the cultural beliefs of the people, which in turn determines, to a large extent, their 
reactions to external stimuli. It observes that human contestation over scarce resources spurred 
by climatic change creates conflictual engagements in communities, resulting in avalanche of 
conflicts in many parts of Nigeria. Qualitative descriptive method of analysis was employed. 
The paper calls for urgent comprehensive national policy and intervention by government on 
matters of the environment. 
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Geneticists Charles Darwin and Gregor Mendel posit that adaptation to the environment is a 
key element for the survival of any species of living things and it is key in the process of evolution. 
This includes the development of both physical, behavioural and physiological changes to suit the 
environment (Charlesworth and Charlesworth, 2009).In culture studies, sociologists and 
anthropologists argue that cultures are greatly influenced by their location and environment, and as 
such, culture is a fusion of ecology and the unique methods of adaptation which any group of people 
may employ.Karl Marx argues that society is in a perpetual state of conflict, due to a struggle for the 
scarce and limited resources. The struggle for these resources often results in ‘push and pull’ from the 
peoples of the geographical locations. Whilst Marx conceptualises power as the central aim of the 
resulting conflict, it is worthy to note that scarcity of economic resources may be the causative factor 
of conflicts in many geographical locations, especially places with either over-abundance or scarcity. 
The recurrent cases of violence involving the herdsmen and communities they come in contact with 
have raised issues arising from the different ecological conditions of the country. In the North, issues 
arise from grazing rights amongst herdsmen which frequently leads to violence. Incidences of 
violence against the indigenous peoples in different parts of the country by nomadic herdsmen who 
use weapons beyond the simple tools necessary to control the cattle have been reported in recent 
times. The conflict resulting from this is based on both the culture shock experienced by the original 
settlers and clamour for the increasingly scarce resources in the areas affected (Onuoha and Chilaka, 
2014). The local settlers report destruction of their farmlands as a result of the feeding cattle and this 
spurs them to orchestrate measures to protect their farms and produce to the detriment of the 
herdsmen who react violently on this basis. 
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Herdsmen/farmer conflicts in Nigeria are largely as a results of environmental factors spurred 
by clamour for the increasingly scarce resources due to global warming, climate change or weather 
change from rainy to dry seasons and vice versa. In the past five years, fights over land and water 
between Fulani herders and farmers across Nigeria have left thousands of people dead. The farmers 
accuse the herdsmen of instigating the violence because the roaming herdsmen end up in communities 
where farmers have already settled for decades, even centuries (Aljazeera, 2016).According to 
Botchway (2017), historical analyses by climatologists, have indicated that there were strong causal 
relationships between global climate change and human conflicts across various geographical spaces 
in the past. The thrust of this paper is therefore anchored on the question: Does Ecology play an 
important role in the presence or absence of human conflicts in Nigeria, and how? 
 
Conceptual Framework 
Ecology: the term ecology is taken from two Greek words, oikos which means house or place to live 
and logy which means the study of. From the foregoing, ecology implies the study of organisms, most 
especially in relation to their habitat thereby stating that it is the study of the environments which 
species of any organisms create their niche in. In a biological context, ecology is the scientific study 
of the relationships between organisms and their environments (which includes both biotic and abiotic 
facets). Ecologists focus on organisms, populations, communities, ecosystems and the biosphere. 
From the foregoing, ecology can be seen as the study of interactions between and among organisms 
and their physical environment of matter and energy. For the purpose of this study therefore, ecology 
is appropriated to be the distinct interaction between the people of a particular geographical location 
and the unique environmental indicators of that location, most especially with relation to their cultural 
practices and natural resources available to them. Ecology will be seen as the distinct relationship 
between man and the natural raw materials available in his geographical habitat. It involves the 
cultural practices forged by the peoples in their unique environments and their reactions to depletion 
of the natural resources and eternal forces with interest in said natural resources. Ecology appreciates 
the delicate balance between man, his environment and his way of life. 
Culture: Culture is one of the most common words used in today’s vocabulary; however, its exact 
definition is elusive due to its flexibility. In its most basic description, culture is viewed as the general 
way of life of any group of people resident in any location, especially for those who have common 
ancestry. According to Brumman (1999), it can mean different forms of traditional behaviour 
characteristic of a society, or a group of societies, of a certain race, of a certain location or of a certain 
period of time. Peoples and Bailey (1998) are of the opinion that culture is socially transmitted 
knowledge and behaviour shared by a group of people.  

Eze (2014) argues that cultures are distinct patterns like fingerprints which create boundaries 
and frontiers since through cultural practices, human societies differ and assume distinct and unique 
identities. The culture of any society, as argued by Linton (1936), is the sum total of ideas, 
conditioned emotional responses and patterns of consistent habitual behaviour which the members of 
that society have acquired through instruction, imitation and interaction which they share. As Titley 
(2003) expresses the term culture it is used to describe life practices based on location, nation, history, 
lifestyle, ethnicity and representations which include meanings and systems of doing things as well as 
identification with realms of artistic values.  

Culture can be seen as not just the way of life of a group of people but as the people living 
together, that is, a member of one society by blood might imbibe the culture of another society 
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thereby making him one with the society he finds himself. It is also important to note that culture is 
the way of life of the people, both on individual and on group basis.Culture has been observed to be 
the sum total of behaviours, actions and reactions of a group of people with common ancestry, history 
and background based in a particular geographical area and all literature on culture agrees that culture 
is dynamic, unique and learned; culture stays constant although it is flexible from generation to 
generation and through time. 
Conflict: Originally, the word conflict is Latin, from the word conflictus which means collision or 
clash. This is the most basic and the commonest definition of conflict in modern vocabulary, it is used 
as an indication for disagreement which may or may not lead to violence. Glasl (2008) posits that 
conflict entails an interaction between actors - which may be individual, groups or organisations – 
where at least one of the actors notices discordancy between their thinking, imagination, perception 
and feeling especially towards similar interests. Some attempts by scholars to define the term conflict 
has bred descriptions based on causative factors or indicators or the actors involved. There are many 
schools of thought explaining conflict, some among which include: Traditional view of conflict, 
Human Relations view of conflict, the Marxist view of conflict and the social Atavistic Conflict 
School.   

The traditionalists are of the conviction that conflict anywhere is a negative development and 
it ought not to exist in the life of humans. To them conflict is as a result of poor communication, lack 
of openness and lack of trust between people, it is also the inability to detect and work on the early 
signs or indicators of conflict that are is dysfunctional.The Human relations view believes that conflict 
is natural, inevitable and should be seen as aneveryday and part of human existence which will ever 
remain present with man. Therefore, human should develop means and toolsfor self-preservation and 
defence.  It is emphasized that there should be readiness to use deadly weapons to settle disputes at 
any point in time. The Marxist view of conflict believes that conflict is innate in all societies so far as 
there is inequality between men. According to Karl Marx, the society is divided into two ‘the haves” 
and ‘the have nots’, the haves, controls the system (production and the political sphere) while ‘the 
have nots’ are left with nothing than to sell their labour to earn a living. The scholars in this school of 
thought believe that revolution is inevitable as “the have nots” will revolt and take over the affairs of 
the state when oppressed to the breaking point.  This is to state the obvious that conflict will be 
continuous as there will be exploitation of man by man. The crucial postulation of this view brings 
about the change from inequality and a struggle to have a fair share of resources to a democratic and 
equal society where rule of law thrive.Social Atavistic conflict school believes that the tendency of 
man to migrate to different area can beget conflict situations. They stressed that the expansionist 
nature of man breeds conflict. Conflict arises where the parties come to have incompatible interest, 
goals and values.   
 
Theoretical Framework 

This inquiry into knowledge is hinged on the ecoviolence and the frustration-aggression 
theories. Ecoviolence theory as posited by Homer-Dixon (1999 cited in Onuoha and Chilaka, 2014) 
links human conflict to environmental resources. Homer Dixon argues that populations in many 
developing countries are highly dependent on four major environmental resources that are 
fundamental to crop production: fresh water, cropland, forests and fish. If there is a scarcity or 
reduction in these resources as a result of misuse or degradation under any circumstance, conflicts 
will occur. According to Homer-Dixon (1999): 
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“Decreases in the quality and quantity of renewable resources, population growth, and 
unequal resource access act singly or in various combinations to increase the scarcity, for 
certain population groups, of cropland, water, forests, and fish. This can reduce economic 
productivity, both for the local groups experiencing the scarcity and for the larger regional 
and national economies. The affected people may migrate or be expelled to new lands. 
Migrating groups often trigger ethnic conflicts when they move to new areas, while 
decreases in wealth can cause deprivation conflicts.” 

This core assumption of this theory is that scarcity of resources is as a result of insufficient supply. 
The inadequacy of supply may be as a result of demand outweighing supply or as a result of 
environmental hazards that force sections of the resource sector into deprivation which will lead to 
violence. The scarcity is fuelled by changes such as population growth, economic development, 
pollution and climate change. The resulting scarcity will then hinder economic and agricultural 
productivity further increasing the possibility of migration, poverty and sometimes conflicts.  
De Soysa (2002) argues that the ecoviolence may be as a result of scarcity of resources or as a result 
of abundance, de Soysa goes further to explain this by stating that most of the post-Cold war violence 
is as a result of ecoviolence. This ecoviolence may be orchestrated as a result of the “shrinking pie or 
honey pot” analogy. The shrinking pie explains the conflict that may occur when the resources of a 
geographic location keep reducing and as such, the people resident in that location have to compete 
for what is left of the scarce resources, thereby causing violence. On the other hand, the abundance of 
resources may be the cause for strained social relations by providing a “honey pot” to fight over. De 
Soysa further states that since violence is expensive to orchestrate, there has to be an abundance of 
exploitable resources to cover the costs incurred by the violence. 

In developing societies, considerations must be meted out to the abundance of resources 
which may be the reason why people in regions of relative scarcity migrate to regions of abundance 
inn search of these resources; however, they may face hostility from the original dwellers of that 
location. Sometimes, the original settlers may be aggravated as result of the migrants’ activities which 
may hinder the progress of their own way of life thereby forcing them to react violently due to 
frustration.  

The deprivation, frustration and aggression theory by Dougherty and Pfaitzgraff (1971) is 
incorporated into the work to cater for the reactions of those who feel aggrieved by peoples’ activities 
when farming for the natural resources. Aggression is any action against another party with the aim to 
harm physically or non-physically. Dougherty posited that aggression is always a function of 
frustration and that violence from aggression must have frustration as a major push factor. Abugu and 
Onuba (2015) argue that the central theme of the theory is that scarcity results from inefficient supply 
or unequal distribution of resources which leads to aggression. Conflicts may sometimes occur as a 
result of deprivation of certain sets of people especially when it comes to access of certain scarce 
resources and this leads these people to violent actions. Miller and Spoolman (2009) further explain 
that climate induced scarcity is the main source of frustration which may be misdirected by the 
aggressor which means that innocent people are more likely to suffer from the actions of these 
aggressors. This can be used to explain the aggression of herdsmen and pastoralists against farmers 
round the country that have been recorded in recent times.  

Violence may occur as a result of the ecology and environmental factors interacting with the 
human factor which is the clamour for scarce resources. From the onset, the shrinking pie and the 
honey pot of resources cause strained human relations between the people of certain localities. Land 
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tenure systems and disputes over land inheritance is a major source of violence in many parts of the 
country. The availability of farmland available to some individuals and communities are often 
stretched to limit. The introduction of the herdsmen into this situation creates room for the aggression 
to escalate. Abugu and Onuba (2015) explain that sometimes the herdsmen may lose their cattle due 
to starvation and other natural causes beyond their control and since they cannot vent their anger on 
nature, the frustration will be targeted on innocent people.  

Again, the conflict might occur as unconscious transgressions against the dwellers of the 
location. Transgressions such as overgrazing by the cattle which leads to the loss agricultural produce 
and other essential facilities in the regions are among many other factors for the conflict. This leads to 
violent reactions from the farmers who may kill or maim the herd and as such they instigate a violent 
counter reaction from the herdsmen who maim or kill the farmers involved.    

In the southern part of Nigeria, the drilling of oil causes long term damage to the farmlands, 
vegetation’s and rivers which formulate the greeter part of the means of livelihood and survival of the 
people and they feel aggravated as a result of this. The revenue generated from this enterprise is 
shared amongst the 36 states of the country equally and the people who reside around the regions with 
the crude oil believe they deserve more of the benefits because of the sacrifice they make. This 
frustration leads to their aggression. Some of the violence from these parts stem from the inability of 
the people to pursue their means of livelihood because of the oil drilling and oil spillage. This leads 
them to militant actions against the government and abduction for ransom of expatriates who come to 
their region for work. Another violent consequence is oil bunkering and bombing of pipelines. 
 
The Nigerian Climate, Ecology and Culture – A Background 

The Nigerian climate and vegetation are like its cultural landscape, the climate and vegetation 
are heterogeneous. A number of classifications have been published and the development of these 
categories reflects changing perceptions of their values. The natural vegetation zones are a direct 
effect of the combination of temperature, humidity and rainfall and these govern the type of 
indigenous plants they grow or the ones that can be introduced into the country (Eroarome, 2005). 
Oyenuga (1967) classified Nigeria into 9 agro-ecological zones which are:(i) The mangrove forest and 
coastal vegetation, (ii) the freshwater swamp communities, (iii) the tropical high forest zone, (iv) the 
derived Guinea savannah with relict forest, (v) the Southern Guinea savannah zone, (vi) The northern 
Guinea savannah zone, (vii) The Jos plateau, (viii) The Sudan savannah, and (ix) The Sahel savannah. 
However, Iloeje (2001) grouped the country into two major zones: (A) forests and (B) savannah 
zones. They were further sub-divided into three zones each such as (A) Forests that consist of (i) salt-
water swamp, (ii) fresh-water swamp, (iii) high forest; and (B) Savannah zone that consist of (i) 
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guinea savannah (ii) Sudan savannah, and (iii) Sahel savannah (See fig. 1 below).

 
Figure 1showing the different vegetation zones in Nigeria.Source: Google images 
The country’s climate together with its drainage system, rock formations and its physical resource 
endowment has historically been a major factor in shaping both the peasant and grassroots cultural 
and occupational preferences. This physical profile has also historically influenced population 
movement in the country, in addition to creating supplementary economic activities between various 
segments. Tyokase (2002) has observed that migration of herdsmen from the northern to the southern 
parts of the country is largely influenced by these climatic and cultural factors.Global migration and 
colonization by early humans presented a sequence of changing landscapes and eventually brought 
people into intimate contact with every natural environment the globe offers. People’s very 
movementsbrought about changes, too. The connections between people and the landscapes they 
inhabit, each affecting the other, constitute a central theme in world history. Fekadu (2014) explains 
further that environmental determinism is the key factor in the formulation of culture, explaining that 
natural resources, climate and accessibility are the stuff of which industry, trade, religion, national 
policy and civilisations are made. Fig. 2 below explains the migration pattern of herdsmen from the 
northern to the southern parts of the country. 
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Figure 2. Map showing migration pattern from northern to southern Nigeria (The authors, 2016) 
The cultural relationship between humans and their environment varied according to people’s 
perceptions of the landscape. Further readings of different cultures in different parts of the world, 
indicate that the environment man finds himself in is a huge determinant of his cultural practices. The 
most obvious being in the manifest parts of culture such as dressing and religion. Examples are 
observed in the hot beverage consumption of cultures in the colder regions of the world as opposed to 
the cold drink seeking inhabitants of the warmer climates of the world. Another example is visible in 
the religious practice of people in certain areas.Indigenous peoples of riverine areas tend to practice 
religions centred on water based deities, most of who are acclaimed to inhabit said waters. In some 
Yoruba communities in Osun State, the Osun River houses the deity yemoja which is the main 
goddess of the area.  

The environment of group of people find themselves in is largely responsible for whatever 
occupation(s) they engage themselves in. A settlement of dwellers in the arctic regions of the world 
cannot make claims to any form of agricultural practices that involve tilling the soil and planting 
crops. Likewise, desert dwellers cannot establish agricultural roots in fishing; it is more profitable for 
them to plant crops with the adaptation of water retention capacity.  
 
Ecological Change and the Increasing Instances of Conflict  

Irregular weather patterns, influenced by heavy rainfall in some regions and strong sunshine 
in others, leads to environmental degradation by lowering the environmental conditions necessary for 
human survival. Suhrke (1993)highlights tensions in Sudan due to the expansion of the desert. In his 
analysis, expansion of the desert does not manifest in a vacuum, but rather in a socio-ecological 
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system where people are forced to seek alternative sources of livelihood. He uses the example of 
nomadic pastoralists, who found themselves increasingly limited and restricted in their search for 
pasture and water. 

His analysis revealed that an increase in the incidents of armed violence between pastoralist 
communities and farming groups was largely due to pastoralists encroaching onto farmlands for water 
and pasture. This was because the spreading desert linked to climate change had eradicated all the 
pasture and water corridors that served as buffers during the dry seasons.  
 
Climate Change-induced Natural Resource Scarcity 

Climate change does play a direct role in the shrinkage of key natural resources – for 
example, land and water. The IPCC’s 2007 report places special emphasis on water by looking at 
water systems, floods and water sources. The report recognises that water scarcity has increased – and 
is predicted to continue to increase in the future. This can be argued to be an outcome of unusual 
erratic rainfall patterns, prolonged dry spells and drought. For example, flooding as a climate change 
hazard reduces the amount of land available for food production and other farm-based activities, while 
droughts due to erratic and irregular rainfall reduce the water available to communities that depend on 
rain-fed agriculture and animal-rearing for their livelihoods.8 This can be a driver for social tensions 
and violence in some contexts, especially those prone to resource-based conflicts. A good example is 
demonstrated in the Kasese and Arua locations of northern Uganda. These two locations depend 
largely on rain-fed agriculture for both their food production and income-generation activities. A 
significant number of inhabitants from these two locations rely on large tracks of pasture and water 
for their pastoralist livelihoods. Empirical evidence from these regions demonstrates that, over a 
period of time, continued climate change leading to erratic rainfall has not only reduced the available 
water for irrigating farm lands, but has also hindered the expansion of pastures for the animal keepers. 
During the dry seasons, pastoralist communities have had to lead their animals into farmlands in 
search of pasture – a practice that has led to increased tensions and conflicts between the farming and 
pastoralist groups. Competition over these scarce resources induced by climate change has, in some 
cases, resulted in violent and destructive conflict. 
 
Climate Change-induced Migration 

A third dimension for investigating the climate change–conflict nexus is that of migration. 
Statistics reveal that, in 2008, 1.4 billion of the world’s inhabitants in developing countries alone 
relied on agriculture for their food production and income generation. Close to 98% of the same group 
were employed in the agricultural sector. The climate change hazards described above either lead to 
the destruction of land resources through flooding or desertification, on the one hand, and shrinkage 
of available ecological resources like water, on the other. This has a direct impact on food production 
and income-generation efforts, while also reducing employment opportunities for the majority of 
people living in developing countries. Increased food shortages and the reduction of employment 
opportunities as a result of diminished farm-based activities has been a cause and source of rapid 
outward migration in Africa. In Ghana, for example, the movement of rural communities from the 
drier parts of the northern region, where the rains are erratic, to the more ecologically stable south, has 
been argued to be a threat to existing resources in the south – leading to social tensions and conflicts. 
In-migration due to climate change induced factors is now driving debates on climate change conflict 
issues. Increased migration generally means that populated areas simply become more populated – 
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especially when there is a movement of people from rural areas to urban areas. The increased 
concentration of people leads to increased competition, both for natural resources and for government 
assistance.  

While understanding that climate hazards provide useful evidence about environmental 
change, investigating how these hazards influence human behaviour in terms of people’s choices and 
actions in pursuit of their livelihoods will be crucial. 

The diagram below show the scientific and physical realities of climate change conditions in 
relation to the opportunity to live to fairly conducive life. One of the ecological factors that lead to 
conflict in the Nigeria, between Fulani-herdsmen and farmers. Factors that push the Fulani herdsmen 
out include Land-slide, drought, desertification, pollution, sand storm, unusual weather, diseases and 
hunger, while the pull factors that attracted the Fulani-herdsmen which lead to unavoidable crises 
include: moderate weather, Market opportunity, Greener vegetation, Forage and Hope and aspiration.  
 
Resource Conflict in Nigeria 

The herdsmen place a lot of value on their cattle and nomadism has become a way of life 
because the locations they find themselves often do not support the type of vegetation that sustains the 
cattle all year long. The Niger Deltans dwell in regions endowed with swamps, rivers and lakes and as 
such, they have adapted to a way of life revolving around fish agriculture. In both instances, any 
threat to the already established way of life of these peoples will result in aggressive behaviours to 
protect their cultures. This has inspired the series of culture and resource conflicts experienced by 
Nigerians. 

During the dry Harmattan Season, the herdsmen migrate southwards towards the tropical 
rainforest zones and along the banks of rivers in search for better feeding vegetation for their livestock 
and this is where the conflict of interests lies. There have been recent reports of wars and clashes 
between herdsmen and agitated farmers in communities all over Nigeria with the aim to protect their 
ways of life. The farmers report that the cattle often graze into their farmlands and destroy 
unharvested produce thereby causing the farmers to incur great losses. When this happens, the farmers 
begin to feel their way of life threatened and out of fear and frustration, they retaliate with all forms of 
aggressive actions, from maiming to killing the cattle and/or their cowmen. This leads to a counter 
action from the herdsmen who procure all forms of deadly ammunitions to protect their livestock.  
Oduah(2016) reports that the past five years has been filled with all manners of feuds, most of them 
result in a high death toll recorded by both parties. The farmers accuse the herdsmen of instigating the 
violence because the herdsmen come to their homelands and desecrate their means of subsistence. The 
access to military grade weaponry that the herdsmen have gained over the years raises eyebrows as to 
why the herdsmen need such arsenal to settle these disputes. The inhabitants of the host villages and 
towns complain that the herds often overgraze the land, trample on and sometimes eat their farm 
produce causing an artificial famine and starvation in their communities. As a result of this, they 
exhibit aggressive behaviours towards the herdsmen and their cattle and in a fit to retaliate, the 
herdsmen strike back after procuring dangerous ammunition and spare nobody. 

When interviewed, the Fulani leaders explain that the host communities thieve some of the 
herds’ cattle and that the crime goes most often goes unpunished so the herders deserve to protect 
themselves. They explain further that the thieving of the cattle is a threat to the Fulani peoples’ way of 
life and as such they have to protect themselves.  Apart from the cow thefts, analysts have also 
attributed the rise in violence to climate change. The desertification encroachment of most of the 
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herders’ homelands (Sahara desertification) has changed the climate and as such they tend to spend 
more time in the south where the rainy seasons are longer and the vegetation more suitable. Table 1 
below shows incidence of current resource related conflict in Nigeria.  
Some Incidences of Current Resource Related Conflicts in Nigeria 
S/N Crisis Location Time of Incidence I n c i d e n c e Reason for conflict 

1 Nkanu-West LGA 
Enugu state 

September, 2016 Beheaded a Catholic seminarian,  
Slit open the stomach of a pregnant woman,
Injured several other people

Land Resources for Cattle 

2 J e m a ’ a  L G A 
Kaduna 

October, 2016 Fulani herdsmen attacked by irate mob Revenge for herdsmen attack on Godogodo LGA 

3 Agatu Communities 
Benue 

January, 2016 Villagers killed by herdsmen Land Resources for Cattle 

4 L a g e l u  L G A 
Oyo 

A p r i l ,  2 0 1 6 Herdsmen attack and theft of valuables Land Resources for Cattle 

5 Ossissa Kingdom in Ndokwa East LGA, 
Delta 

November, 2015 Herdsmen reprisal attack on the  community leads to gun battle Land resources for Cattle  

6 Logo and Ukum LGAs 
Benue State 

J u l y ,  2 0 1 6 81 person killed in two weeks H e r d s m en  A t t a c k 

7 G u m a  L G A 
Benue  

Apr i l ,   2015 recurrent attacks and homicide of villagers in the communities  H e r d s m en  A t t a c k 

Source: compiled by the authors from different newspapers.. 
 
The Social and Economic Cost of the Conflict – Implication for National Development 

The 2015 Global Terrorism Index reported that "Fulani militants" are the fourth most deadly 
terrorist group in the world, responsible for the deaths of 1,229 people in 2014 - up from 63 in 2013. 
This shows that the Fulani herdsmen are considered a threat to national security. The issue is 
gradually getting out of hand and if not nipped in the bud, the country might have to focus resources 
that would otherwise serve for national development on the curtailment of this situation such that 
Ogundipe and Oluwole (2016) report that Nigeria loses $14 billion annually to herdsmen conflicts.  
The situation at hand has brought about severe damage to crops and has rendered lives and properties 
of citizens to be at high risk. It also erodes the possibility of education for many Nigerians as schools 
in the affected areas have to be closed down for the fear of being attacked. The situation has also 
deepened the mistrust that every heterogeneous factor has for the other thereby reducing the feasibility 
of national integration.  The situation reeks of lawlessness and anarchy. We predict that if not curbed, 
the situation could lead to a second civil war in Nigeria, a civil war that would not challenge the 
Nigerian government. Another possible outcome is forceful secession of many regions of the country. 
 
Conclusion  

Resource related conflict in Nigeria is often as a result of environmental factors such as 
climate change and vegetation. This conflict has led to the deepening of the gap between the 
heterogeneous factors of the country. The means by which these factors seek redress is through the 
use of military grade weaponry. This conflict has bred the catastrophic loss of lives and properties as 
well as livestock and kindred which has heightened the depth of the insecurity in these regions and is 
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becoming an issue that the international community has noticed. The issue at hand craves a sense of 
urgency and it calls for immediate attention of the government and citizenry especially to breeding 
quick and speedy solutions. The problem at hand has led to the internal displacement of many of the 
inhabitants of the host communities who flee in different directions contrary to normal migration 
patterns. 

While most Nigerians see the herdsmen as a normal economic and cultural occupation, it is 
worthy of note that the herdsmen cause more economic damage yearly as a result of their clashes with 
peoples in communities around their migratory pattern. The destruction they cause reduces drastically 
the agricultural output of Nigerians through several parts of the country. The fear they create in the 
host communities forces the migration of the people in the host communities who abandon their farms 
and other valuables to protect themselves. If the situation goes unchecked, the outbreak of a war is 
imminent and that would cause a greater magnitude of destruction across the country. 
 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations are suggested to improve the situation of increasing instances of 
conflict related to ecological resources.  
- The Legislative arm of government should institute gun control laws to reduce the ease with 
which such weapons are accessible to civilians. The executive arm is then charged with the ensuring 
the laws are strictly followed. The gun control measures should include proper documentation for 
acquisition and ownership of weapons as well as severe punishment for offenders. 
- There should more public enlightenment and community engagement about the situation at 
hand. Historical and cultural facts about the herdsmen should be conveyed to the people to reduce the 
communication breach between the people of the host communities and the herdsmen. The knowledge 
of which will aid the preparedness of the people to avoid confrontation with the herdsmen. The 
traditional rulers of the host communities and the Fulani leaders should come together to plan and 
carry out peaceful means of resolving the conflict. There could be the use of treaties and pacts binding 
the communities. After these meetings, the leaders of the communities should communicate the 
resolutions of the meeting to their people to hasten the progress and applications of their solutions. 
- The government should encourage and enforce ranching of the cattle for the herdsmen to 
reduce the instances of the cattle damaging the agricultural produce and water bodies of the host 
communities. By doing so, contact will be reduced drastically and confrontation can be avoided. 
- The Fulani herdsmen and their families should be encouraged to engage in various 
community and economic activities within the societies. The herdsmen could be engaged in joint 
community vigilante programmes alongside the indigenous peoples while their wives could take up 
farming. Such acculturation will help the herdsmen to view the communities as home and thus lessen 
the urge to fight the indigenous peoples. 
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